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Heightened Reciprocal Risks in Breast and
Skin Cancer Patients Prompt First Women’s
Dermatologic Society Outreach at the St.
Louis Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure ®
Local Volunteer Team Provided Free Skin Checks and
Sun Safety Education to Huge Crowds

(Alexandria, VA—June 23, 2011)--In an important milestone for the
Women’s Dermatologic Society (WDS) and its award-winning skin
cancer prevention and sun safety campaign, Play Safe in the Sun,
Greater St. Louis volunteers reached out to the breast cancer
awareness community for the first time since the outreach began in
2004 by participating in the downtown’s recent Susan G. Komen
Race for the Cure ®. The expanded focus was prompted by data
indicating that breast cancer patients and melanoma patients alike

face higher chances of developing the other form of cancer in their
lifetimes.
Play Safe in the Sun is a community service program supported by
a generous three-year grant from La Roche-Posay and its public
initiative, SOS—Save Our Skin. Traditionally, the outreach has
provided free skin cancer screenings, sun damage assessments and
sun safety education at large-scale outdoor sports and family events.
WDS President Diane S. Berson, MD (2011-2012) notes,
“Participation in this event marks a turning point in the evolution of the
WDS public outreach service.” Yannick Raynaud, General Manager
of La Roche-Posay adds, “We are very proud to support the efforts of
WDS members as they reached such an important population with
the message of sun safety.”
The St. Louis volunteer effort was led by co-chairs Saadia Lakhany
Raza, MD and Stacey Tull, MD, both board-certified dermatologists
from the Skin Surgery Center of Missouri in O’Fallon. Local
physicians provided 114 free skin cancer screenings to the public,
referring 34% of the individuals screened to dermatologists for further
diagnosis/biopsy of suspicious sites on the skin that were

presumptively diagnosed as skin cancers or pre-cancers. In addition,
volunteers offered sun safety education and 11,000 samples of
sunscreen to event participants.
Comments Dr. Raza, “With such huge crowds of people
representing all ages, all skin types and all walks of life, our local
volunteer team was so pleased to have had the opportunity to
promote skin cancer prevention and sun safety at such a popular
community event.” For the breast cancer community, this
message was especially important, adds co-chair Dr. Tull, “in light of
data showing that breast cancer patients face a higher lifetime risk of
developing melanoma, and similarly, melanoma patients face a
higher risk of developing breast cancer.”

Board-certified Missouri dermatologists who volunteered
included: Melinda Chu, MD, Dee Ann Glaser, MD, Mary Guo,
MD, Joe Muccini, MD, Saadia Lakhany Raza, MD, Michelle
Tarbox, MD and Stacey Tull, MD. Additional volunteer support was
provided by: Daphne Marre, Patricia Moffett, Carol Neuwirth,
Melissa Tucker and Everett Ansel.
The Play Safe in the Sun Campaign is overseen by the WDS

Service Committee, co-chaired by Mona Gohara, MD and Kavita
Mariwalla, MD. The program will next visit the Manayunk Arts
Festival in Philadelphia, PA, on June 25-26, chaired by Philadelphia
dermatologist Dr. Aradhna Saxena. For more information,
visit: www.playsafeinthesun.org

ABOUT THE WDS
The Women’s Dermatologic Society supports the careers and professional
development of women dermatologists. Our mission is to help women in
dermatology achieve their greatest potential by striving to foster, promote, and
support women’s issues in dermatology; identify, train, and recognize women
leaders in dermatology; provide a forum for developing relationships and the
exchange of ideas and research relevant to women’s issues; and promote the
highest possible standards of ethics, research, patient care and education, and
public education.
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